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1930 1940 1950 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Municipal Corporations Act 1867
Building regulated through local 

building bylaws

Local Government Act 1974
Building regulated through local 

building bylaws
Building Act 1991 Building Act 2004

Strengthening requiring of 
buildings likely to be dangerous in 

a moderate earthquake

Strengthening required of 
buildings likely to be dangerous in 

a moderate earthquake

Building Code (First Schedule 
Building Regulations 1992)

NZS 95: 1935
(Amendments 1939, 1955)

Model Building Bylaw
Part IV Basic loads to be used in 

design and methods of application

NZS 1900: 1965
(Amendments 1976)
Model Building Bylaw

Part 8 Basic design loads

NZS 4203: 1976
(Amendments 1984, 1992)

Code of practice for the
general structural design and 
design loadings for buildings

NZS 1170.0, NZS 1170.1, NZS 
1170.3: 2002 

NZS 1170.3: 2003 
NZS 1170.5: 2004

Structural design actions

Legislation applied to unreinforced 
masonry buildings that fail to meet 
one half of the loads specified in 

NZS 1900: 1965 for a new building

NZS 4203 cited in the compliance 
document for Clause B1 Structure 

(B1/VM1) 1 July 1992

NZS 1170 cited in the compliance 
document for Clause B1 Structure 

(B1/VM1) 1 December 2008

BUILDING MATERIAL AND DESIGN PRACTICES

Loading codes linked 
to material codes 
with concept of 
capacity design

2005

BUILDING LEGISLATION

Performance based building regulation

Performance based building regulation

Powers to local authorities 
with respect to 

earthquake-prone buildings

Loading codes 
updated to reflect 
new knowledge 
and techniques

Napier earthquake triggered development 
of earthquake design standards

Model building bylaws adopted by some 
but not all local authorities for new buildings, 

so no national building standard

Powers to local authorities with respect
to earthquake-prone buildings
(regulations/powers replicated

from Local Government Act 1974)

1930 1940 1950 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

Model building bylaws adopted 
by some but not all local authorities 

for new buildings, so no national 
building standard

STRUCTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS

Municipal Corporations Act 1968
Building regulated through local 

building bylaws

Powers to local authorities with respect 
to earthquake-prone buildings

REGULATION OF EARTHQUAKE-PRONE BUILDINGS

Unreinforced masonry

Riveted steel moment frames

Concrete frame with infill

Non-ductile concrete moment frame

Heavy masonry or plaster cladding

Legislation applies to all buildings 
(with the exception of some 

residential) that fail to meet one 
third of the current code for a new 

building

Timber framed buildings

Welded and bolted steel moment frames

Ductile concrete moment frame

Tilt panel single storey

Tilt panel multi storey

Concrete shear wall structures

Lightly reinforced partially filled concrete masonry

Fully filled concrete masonry

Precast concrete floor systems

Precast cladding systems

Seismic isolation Other modern damage limitation techniques

(Glulam etc)

Unreinforced masonry 
explicitly prohibited
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