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Canterbury Earthquakes Royal Commission
Te Komihana Riiwhenua a te Karauna

17 November 2011

Simon Wall

Structural Engineer

Alan Reay Consultants Ltd
PO Box 3911
CHRISTCHURCH

Attention: Simon Wall

By Email: swall@arcl.co.nz

Dear Mr Wall
187 St Asaph Street/593 Colombo Street

The Royal Commission of Inquiry into building failure caused by the Canterbury
earthquakes is currently examining the failure of a number of buildings, including the
building that was situated at the above address. This building was on the north-west
corner of St Asaph and Colombo Streets.

You will see from the attached Leve! 1 Rapid Assessment forms that you conducted
inspections of the building (and others to the north on Colombo St) on 5 September
2010.

Could you please provide the following information to the commission by 25
November 2011:

1. Presumably, the reason you placarded the same building differently for
the two street addresses — 187 St Asaph St / 593 Colombo St — was
because they appeared to be separate tenancies and had sustained
separate levels of damage? Could you please confirm the position.

2. | presume that the Level 1 Rapid Assessment inspections were exterior
only and would not have involved much time? Please confirm.

3. I note in relation to the Colombo Street buildings that you assessed 593-
599A together. What was the reason for this?

4, In making your assessments did you take into account the possibility of
further aftershocks and the effect that they might have on these buildings?
If so, please provide details.

The above information is requested pursuant to the Royal Commission's powers of
investigation under s 4C Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908.

15 Barry Hogan Place, Addington, Christchurch
PO Box 14053, Christchurch Mail Centre 8544
Freephone 0800 337 468 www.royalcommission.govt.nz
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Thank you for your assistance. If you have any queries please contact the writer
(phone: 741-3014, email: mark.zarifek ialcornmission.govt.nz

Yours faithfully
/1

Cdlunsel Assisting
Canterbury Earthquakes Royal Commission
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Inspector Intlals AN Date of Ingpection I Exteriar Only v
Terrtorial Authority Chislchurch Cily Time )2 55 0 g Exterior and intsriar
Bullding Name Chagsy deviue
Shorl Name 46 fh Type of Construction
Address O Timberireme O concrste shearwatl
O st frame Unrednforced smasonry
GP5 Co-osdinates g [ 3 Tip concrets O Relnforced masonry
Conlact Mame O Conerste frame [ Confined masonry
Contact th,a [ RCtamewihmesonyintt [ Other:
Stareys al and abave Below ground F”"’W Occupancy
ground lavel o Tevel o  [5]/ Dwellng m/ Commerciall Offices
(T'ﬁi)ﬂ* groes floor orea Poe ZWT 3 Other rosidentist O indwidal
Nootreskienda Uita 74 [ buen 19 ) O3 Pubic assembly LI Govemment
. / ’ [J sohoal ] Hetliage Listed
__wota Takan \Yes No O Refigious O other
Investigale the bullding for the condliions listed below:
Overall Hazards / Damage MincriNgne  Moderate Severs Comments
Coftapse, partial colapse, off foundiallon = O 4d
Bulding of storey leaning = a O
Wall or ofher slructwral demage O cd O ?Jur arc"l L‘.d lq Craay
Overhead falling hazard d o O K,u\r.\ of (uotirs callagse
Ground movamen, seltement, sips E/ a O )
Neighbouring bullding herzard e d O O
Othar O O O

Choose a posting based on fhe evalution and team judgement, Severa conditions affacting tha whole bullding are grounds for an

<

UNSAFE posting. Locallsed Severs and overall Moderate conditions may requirs a RESTRICTED USE, Piace INSPECTED plucand at
main entrance. Post all other placards af every aignificent entrance.
 INSPEGTED RESTRICTED USE UNSAFE
GREEN YELLOW RED ]
Record any resfriction on use or entry:
Further Action Recommendad:
Tick the baxes below gply f further aclions are recommendsd
g;arrlcadas are neaded (stale lacallon).
Lovel 2 ur datalled englieering svelualion recommendad
4 Structura! I Geotechnical L] ather
\ 1 Other recommendatiorts: / ) j
2
7 7
Estimatad Overall Bullding Damags (Exclude Conlsnls) i C Sh;n{am ot
Nane O _ oo \31“] ?n
01 % % 31-60% B ¥ - ‘[
2-10% 81-99 % 0 _?‘ é\ <Y Dalo & Time -J'.Oﬂ v S 1/“7
0% O 100% O g6, |b Chpar
8 9
TINS!IE .
Inspection ID (Office Use Only) 5
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Christchurch Eqg. RAPI essment Form - LEVEL 1
I L o
Inspector Initials BN Dale of Inspection (1 |re Exterlor Only v
Territarial Authority Christchurch City Time 1460 o~ Exterior and Interior
Bullding Name Vorrous  buldicnds
Short Name g9, 4 Type of Construction
Address 59y - :h,(' (,[ S ] timber frame O foncrete shear wall
. [ steel irame Unrelnforced masonry
GPS Co-ordinates o Eo [ Tit-up concrete [ Relnforced masonry
Contact Name [ Concrete frame [0 confined masonry
Contact Phone O Rctramevithmasonryinfl [ Other:
Storeys at and above Below ground Primary Occupancy
ground lavel 1 level 0 Iing [g/, Commerciall Offices
;l;::)al grosa floor.ares 1003 :S;tr [1 otherresidential ] industria
No of residential Units ) " [O  Public assembly O Government
] schoo [ Heritage Listed
Phato Taken @ No [ Religious 0 other
Invastigate the building for the conditions listed below:
Overall Hazards | Damage MinarfNone  Moderate Severe Comments
Collapse, partial collapse, off foundation g a O
Building or storey learing @ a O
Wall or other structural damage ] O O Musr Clratboys of Mgows
Overhead falling hazard = O O ety ) lN'IlAdoj‘\, e S59% ! fw d
Ground movement, settlement, slips o 8 O Sefii} « 4 vewaudeale by eleled
Neighbouring bullding hazard IZ O O (] Yo r aHavers (sn vt et
. s 0 O UPFus O e Taseded

Choose a posting based on the evaluation and team judgement. Severe conditions affecting the whole buliding are grounds for an
UNSAFE posting. Localised Severe and overall Moderate canditions may require a RESTRICTED USE. Place INSPECTED placard at
main enirance. Post alt other placards st evary significant entrance,

RESTRICTED USE

INSPECTED
GREEN

Record any restrict!on on use or entry:

Further Actlon Recommended:

[ Barricades are needed (stata location):

1 structural

\ 1 Other recommendsations:

Tick the boxes below pnly if further actions are recommended

O Level 2 or detalled englneering evaluafian recommended
O Geotechnical

~

UNSAFE
ReD ]

YELLOW | |

1 oiher:

A

el

Estimated Overa!l Building Damage (Exciude Contents)

Nona 0O

0-1 % E/ 31-60%
210% O 61-83 %
11-30 % O 100 %

Inspection Iﬂﬁﬁﬁ (Office Use Only)

O
O
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¥

¥
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A

ign hare on completion
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77 Spencer Street
Addington
Christchurch

25 November 2011

Mark Zarifeh

Canterbury Earthquakes Royal Commission
PO Box 14053

Christchurch Mail Centre

Christchurch 8544

Email: mark.zarifeh@royalcommission.govt.nz

Dear Mr Zarifeh
187 St Asaph Street - 593 Colomho Street
I refer to your letter dated 17 November 2011.

As you may be aware, I carried out the assessments you have asked about as a volunteer in my
personal capacity to assist Civil Defence in the immediate aftermath of the Septernber
earthquake. In respect of the matters you refer to neither Alan Reay Consultants Ltd nor I
through that company were engaged to provide engineering services or advice.

In that context, I respond to your questions, adopting your numbering:
1. Your assumption is correct.

2. Generally the Level 1 Rapid Assessments were exterior only but in some cases, where
access was available and appropriate, the interior may also have been inspected. Your
second assumption is correct.

3. Each of the buildings at 593-599A were separately assessed. Each was issued with its
own placard of the same status. The results of the separate inspections were recorded
together in one Assessment Form for ease of documentation.

4, The Level 1 Rapid Assessments were an exercise to observe and record visible damage
to buildings. The information gathered was then to be used by Civil Defence and other
authorities to direct and prioritise further action.







