
Appendix A, Section 3: The development of structural design and standards 

(i) Overview timeline of Standards relating to determination of loads and methods of 
determining loads, compiled by Standards New Zealand 2011 
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1935 1939 1955 1965 1976 1984 1992 2002 2003 2004 

N.Z.S.S 95:1935 
Model Building 

Bylaw 

Multiple 
documents. 

   
Part IV – Basic 
loads to be used 
in design and 
methods of 
application 

N.Z.S.S 95:1939 
Model Building 

Bylaw 

Multiple 
documents. 

 
Revised & 

extended in 1939 
   

Part IV – Basic 
loads to be used 
in design and 
methods of 
application 

N.Z.S.S 95:1955 
Model Building 

Bylaw 

Multiple 
documents. 

 
Revised in 1955 

   
Part IV – Basic 
loads to be used 
in design and 
methods of 
application 

NZS 1900:1965 
Model Building 

Bylaw 

Multiple 
documents. 

 
Part 8– Basic 
design loads 

NZS 1900:1976 
Model Building 

Bylaw 

Multiple 
documents. 

 
Revised in 1976 

 
Part 8– Basic 
design loads 

 

NZS 4203:1976 
General 
structural 
design and 

design loadings 

for buildings 

NZS 4203:1984 
General 
structural 
design and 

design loadings 

for buildings 

Revised in 1984 
 

NZS 4203:1992 
General 
structural 
design and 

design loadings 

for buildings 

Revised in 1992 
 

AS/NZS 
1170:2002 Parts 

0, 1, 2 
Structural 

design actions 

Revised in 1992 
 

AS/NZS 
1170:2003 Part 3 

Structural 
design actions – 
Snow and ice 

actions 

NZS 1170:2004 
Part 5 

Structural 
design actions – 

Earthquake 
actions – New 

Zealand  

Note: 

• The various parts of N.Z.S.S. 95 were amended at different times 
after revisions were published until the document was superceded 
by NZS 1900 in 1976. 

• NZS 1900 was amended at different times after revisions were 
published until the Standard was superseded by NZS 4203 in 1976. 

• NZS 4203 was amended at different times after revisions were 
published until the Standard was superseded by the AS/NZS 1170 
series of Standards 

• The AS/NZS 1170 series of Standards (Parts 0, 1, 2) have been 
amended at different times since publication in 2002 and 2003. 
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