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The Vector Arena 
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Christchurch Construction Pre-Earthquakes 

 
Where is the seismic separation?  
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Owner demands answers on why her building failed 

The Press – Ben Heather  16/06/2011 

 
 

 
DEJECTED: Michelle Crouch wants to know why her new building performed so 

poorly in the earthquake. 

 

 

 

 

The ‘First Building of the Rebuild’ 

 
Devastated by the 13 June 2011 aftershock 
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Precast Building Under Construction 

 

Devastated on 23 December 2011 
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Illegal Construction – Auckland – 2004 

 

Similar illegal construction seen in Christchurch – mid 2012 
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Jumping collapses venue floor  

SAM SACHDEVA  

Last updated 12:32 14/07/2012 
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TOMMY ILL  

Hip hop concert opening act Tommy Ill said the floor collapsed under the weight of the 

crowd. 

Structural engineers will investigate why the floor of a new $2.5 million events centre 

collapsed during a Christchurch hip-hop concert.  

A Canterbury University concert was abandoned last night after part of the floor at its new 

multimillion-dollar venue collapsed during a performance.  

The concert, The Perfect Storm, was held at the university's new $2.5 million temporary 

events centre.  

Designed by Christchurch architecture firm Warren and Mahoney, the centre opened in April 

after the university's original student bar was damaged in the February 2011 earthquake.  

University spokesman John MacDonald said the university would consult structural engineers 

to determine the cause of the collapse.  

"We are very thankful that no one was injured. The safety of our students is paramount, and 

we will need some time to determine what has happened and what we are going to do about 

it," MacDonald said.  
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