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STATEMENT OF MATTHEW DOMINIC ROSS 
IN RELATION TO THE CTV BUILDING 

 
 
 
 
1. My name is Matthew Dominic Ross and I reside in Christchurch.  I am the 

director of Window Covering Installations Ltd. 

 

2. I was stopped in my van on Cashel Street when I saw the CTV Building (the 

Building) collapse on 22 February 2011.  

 

 

22 February  
 

 

3. I was driving my van west down Cashel Street and was approaching the Madras 

Street intersection when the earthquake struck.   

 

4. I have prepared a plan of the intersection of Madras and Cashel Streets (the 

Plan). This is attached and marked “A”. Blackwell Motors, the Church and the 

IRD building have not been drawn to scale and their placement is approximate 

only. The issues that I refer to in my evidence are marked on this plan. 

 

5. My first concern was that the Church would fall and land on my van. To get out of 

its way I turned the van so that I was in the middle of Cashel Street on about a 45 

degree angle facing north-west. I have marked my approximate position as “1” 

on the Plan. 

 

6. I stayed in the van and held on to the steering wheel. I was focused on the 

Church because I was concerned it was going to collapse and land on me. After 

about 10 seconds of shaking I turned to my right to see if there were any other 

dangers. It was then that I saw the CTV Building. 

  

7. I could see the east side of the Building and part of the south side.  The first thing 

I noticed was that the top was bending over towards Madras Street.    I knew it 

was going to fall down. 
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